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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1.

26

On 7 Sep 53, a plenary session of the Commnist Party Central Committee issued a decree
entitled "™Measures for the Further Development of USSR Agricultural Economy" which ordered
that "Thé USSR Ministry of Agriculture and Procurement, the councils of Ministers of the
union_yepublics, the krai and oblast executive committees will be requiredto send 100 thousand
agronomists and zootechnicians (veterinarians) to machine tractor stations by Spring 195L to
be recruited amonﬁsspecialists with medium and higher education who have been released by
abolishing networks of agronomists and zootechniclans serving in machine tractor stations and
in rayon agricultural and procurement directorates and by curtailing numbers of specialists
presently completing their studies in agricultural higher educational institutions and
tekhnikums ¢ ¥ 50X1

Inmediately after the

decree was published, a wide campaign was begun in the nation for mobilizing agricultural
specialists residing in cities for work in the villages. Pages of Soviet newspapers were
fi1led with communications such as "Specialists are Travelling to the Villages", "By G211
of the Communist Party", "For Work in the Villages", etc,and with letters from.people 50x1
purportedly "inspired with an enormous joy and happiness at the Party's call who are

leaving their work and homes in cities to take up permanent work in the country, Furthermore,
it is apparent from the papers that the mass transfer of people to permanent work in the
country is not confined to agricultural specialists, but also includes the rank and file of
former tractor and combine operators and leaders of field-work brigades. This is not a
voluntary campaign but is being carried out urgently and by command.  Precisely the same sort
of a campaign was carried out in 1948, all oblast, municipal and rayon Party
committees received circulars from the Party Central Cormittee requiring that all establish-
ments, organizations and enterprises ascertain the nemes of all agricultural specialists
engaged in work other then their speciality and effect the transfer of such people into

work for which they were trained. Of course, that campaign was carried out superficially

and consisted essentially of transferring asgricultural specialists out of divers organizations
into agricultural organizations while there was no actual large-scale transfer into the rural
area, We see that while the present camgai%n is similar to that of 19).;8, it differs in that
it involves a mass transfer of people into the countryside. Iet us attempt to determine the
reasons, goal and consequences of this campaign. As indirectly ‘donfirmed by a 3 Sep 53
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address of Khrushchev and by an 8 Aug 53 address of Malenkov4 the £ e L.
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Peasants fled from the kolkhoz to escape po‘verby, hunger and injustice, knowing that in the
city they could at least find a minimum of material comforts and ossi‘g'

s

ilities for cultural
diversi‘ons, , and a little leisure after an eight-hour work day. It is natural to expect
extrems dissatisfaction from people who will have to give up their life in the cities, the
spartments they acquired with sucn difficulty, take their children out of the schools and
return to the hated life in the kolkhoz where they will be expected to begin work immediately,
thoughithere has been nothing said about providing quarters, fuel or any of the other 50x1
necessities,

9, No less negative will be the reaction of those people who will have to be demoted to routine
jobs to make plac: for the new arrivels, Apart from the financial loss, they will suffer
humiliation, and will do evw;rbhin% in their power to hang on to their jobs and interfere with
the work of the new arrivals, TFurthermore there will arise a sort of ciass antagonisn
between the old-time courtyy people and the newly-arrived "eity folk™, which will result in
Qifficult work conditions mnd genersl confusion. The loss. of personpel in production and
office jobs in the city will mean an additional burden for those who remain.

0. This is my reaction to the new mass experiment with human beings being conducted by the
Soviet Govermment,
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